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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-CO-SO50-201 5-0040-CX

CASEFILE/PROJECTNUMBER: COD036955

PROJECT NAME: Bowie Resources, LLC Lease COD036955 lO-year Readjustment

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
T. l3 S., R. gl W.,6th P.M.

Sec: 8, W2SE4;
Sec: 17, S2NV/4, N2SV/4, SE4SW4, W2NE4;
Sec: 18, SE4NE4, NE4SE4

APPLICANT: BLM Readjustment per 43 CFR $ 3451.1 Readjustment of lease terms

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION: This action is to satisfy the ten year coal lease

readjustment. The most current lease readjustment stipulations are attached.

LAND USE PLAN (LUPI CONFORMANCE REVIEW: The proposed action was teviewed for
conformance (43 CFR 1610.5-3, BLM 1617.3) with the following plan:

Name of Plan: Uncompahgre Basin Resource Management Plan

Date Approved: July 26,1989, as amended

Results: The Proposed Action is in conformance with the LUP because it is specifically
providecl for in the fblìowing LUP goals, objectives, and management decisions:

The RMP determined that the areas subject to the proposed lease modif,rcation application were to be

nranaged for both existing and potential coal development. The area is acceptable for coal

developlnent and coal production, and such coal activities could occur without conflicting with other
land uses described in the RMP (BLM 1989). The RMP made provisions for coal leasing subject to
the application of the 20 Coal Unsuitability Criteria (as established in 43 CFR 3461). Federal coal

lands not meeting the stanclards required by each criterion are determinecl to be unsuitable for coal

leasing. A number of criteria have exemptions and exceptions, and the application of these

exemptions and exceptions may allow cerlain types of coal mining.
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CATEGORICAL BXCLUSION REVIEW: The proposed action qualifies as a categorical
exclusion under 516 DM I I .9, Number: F. (2), which allows "Approval of tnineral lease

readjustments, renewals, and transfers including assignrnents and subleases".

None of the following extraorclinary circumstances in 516 DM 2, Appenclix 2, apply

Circumstances YES NO
l. Have significarrt adverse effects on public health and safety X

X

2. I-Iave significant irnpacts on such natural resources and unique
geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park,
recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers;
national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers;
prirne farrnlands; wetlands (Executive Order I1990); floodplains
(Executive Order I 1988); national rnonuments; migratory birds; and

other ecologically significant or critical areas.

X

3. Ilave highly controvelsìal environmental effects or involve
unresolved conflicts conceming alternative uses of available
resources INEPA Section 102(2XE)].

4. I{ave highly uncertain and potenlially signil-rcant environrnental
effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks. X

5. Establish a prececlent for future action or represent a decision in
principle about future astions with potentially significant
environmental effects. X

X
6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually

i nsi gnifìcant but cumulatively si gnilicant envi ronmental effects
7. Have significant irnpacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing,

on the National Register of Ilistoric Places as determined by either
the bureau or ofhce. X

X

8. Have signihcant inrpacts on species listed, ot proposed to be listed,
on the List of Endarrgered or'fhreatened Species, or have significant
impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species.

9. Violate a Fedelal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirernent
imposed for the proteclion of the environment. X

10. Have the potential ftrr a disploportionately high and adverse effect on
low income or minority populations (Executive Order 12898). X

X

I l Limit access to and cerernonial use of Inclian sacred sites on Federal
lancls by lndian religious plactitioners or significantly adversely
affect the physical integrity of such sacrecl sites (Executive Order
l 3007).

X

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of
noxious weeds or rron-native invasive species known to occur in the
area or actiorrs that may promote the introduction, growth, or
expansion of the range of suclr species (Fedelal Noxious Weecl
Control Act and Executive Order l3l 12).
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INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW

Title Arca nf ResnonsihilitvNanre
Teresa Pfiler
Jedd Sondergard

Lands & Minerals Staff Supvr
NEPA Coordinator

Lands
NEPA review

REMARKS:

Cultural Resources: The CX will not impact cultural resources prnvided adherence to the

cxisting special lease stipulations,

Native American Religious Concerns: 'Ihe CX will not impact Natìr,e American Religious
Concerns provided adherence to the existing special lease stipulations.

Threatened and Endangercd Species: The CX will not impact T&E and sensitive species

provided adherenoe to the existirrg special stipulations and recomrnended insertions to the special

lease stipulations.

Wildlife: 'Ihe CX will not irn¡ract Wildlife provided adherence to the existing special

stipulations and recommended insertions to the special lease stipulations.

NAME OF PREPARER: Dcsty Dycr

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR:

DArE: 4 tlínos

COMPLIANCIJ WIl]] NBPA

'I'he Proposed Action is categorically excluded fron'l furlher documenlation under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM I 1.9, Numbs¡ lt. (2). 'fhis

categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraorclinary
circumstances potentially having effects that rnay significantly affect the environnrent. The

Proposed Action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumslances clescribecl in
516 DM 2 apply.

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL:

DATE SIGNED: T I Ib IZOTS

t' Barbara Shanow, F-ield
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SPECIAL STIPULATIONS

Sec. 15. SPECIAL STIPULATIONS from the January l,20ll lease agreement document apply
to the readjusted lease with the following changes:

Threatened and Endangered Species - Before begiming surface disturbing activities on the

leased lands, lessee shall contact the BLM authorized officer to determine whether lessee will be

required to conduct a'I'&E species survey.

Wildlife - Before beginning surface disturbing activities on the leased lands, lessee shall contact
the BLM authorized officer to determine whether buffer zones and/or timing limitations need

updated.



U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Uncompahgre Field Office
2465 South Townsend Avenue

Montrose, CO 81401

Decision Record

(DOr-BLM-CO-S050-20 r s-0040-cx)

PROJECT NAME: Bowie Resources, LLC Lease COD036955 l0-year Readjustment

DECISION: It is my decision to approve the initial ten-year coal lease readjustment for Bowie
Resources, LLC Lease COD036955. The next readjustment will occur in l0 years (43 CFR $

3451.1 Readjustment of lease terrns).

Sec. 15. SPECIAL STIPULATIONS from the January 1,2071 lease agreement document apply
to the readjusted lease with the following changes:

Threatened and Endangered Species - Befole beginning surface disturbing activities on the
leased lands, lessee shall contact the BLM authorized officer to detefmine whether lessee will be

required to conduct aT&E species survey.

Wildlife - Before beginning surface disturbing activities on the leased lands, lessee shall contact

the BLM authorized oflicer to determine whether buffer zones and/or timing limitations need

updated.

MITIGATION MEASURES: See Special Stipulations, above

RATIONALE:
The Proposed Action is categorically excluded fiorn further documentation under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM I1.9, Number F. (2). This
categolical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary
circumstances potentially having effects that may signihcantly affect the enviroument. The
Proposed Action has beeu reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in
516 DM 2 apply.

COMPLIANCE WITH MA.IOR LAWS and CONFORMANCE WITH LAND USE PLAN:
The decision is in compliance with applicable laws, regulations and policy, including the
Endangered Species Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act and National Historic Preservation Act. It is



also in confonnance with the lJncornpahgre Basin Iìesource Management Plan (July 26, 1989, as

amended).

PUBLIC COMMENT:
The BLM inforrned the public about this proiect by listing it on the online Uncompahgre NEPA
Register and a copy of the completed Categorical Exclusion will be posted on the NEPA website.

ADMINIS'I'RATIVE REMEDIES :

If you are advel'sely affected by this decision, within 30 days of teceipt of this decision you have

the right of appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Ofïìce of the Secretary, in accordance

with the regulations at 43 CFR $4.

NAME OF PREPARER: Desty Dyer

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR: Jedd

DAl'tr 'l 4'tzots

STGNATURE OT AUI'HORIZED OIìFTCIAL
Barbara Shanow

\( t i.t¿ Manageru Un"o-pahgre Fielcl Offìce

DATE SIGNED 4 IIø
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